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men for all callings except the public service. The fifth part, 
"The Conservation of Human Resources", is the most valuable 
portion of the book, not only because all the contributions are of 
high merit and interesting per se, but also because this field is 
least known to the majority of readers, comprising as it does 
heredity, eugenics, hygiene (public and industrial), child-study, 
recreation, etc. 

The book is furnished with a very full analytical table of con- 
tents and a good index. S. L. Ware. 



English Literature. By John Louis Haney. New York : Harcourt, 
Brace & Howe. 1920. Pp. xii, 452. 

This attractively printed and illustrated textbook is intended 
for the use of high-school pupils. Although without distinction 
of style, it is written in a pleasant, rather loose manner that 
tries to avoid tedium. The introduction — "What is Liter- 
ature?" — is too brief to be very useful and does not reach suf- 
ficiently definite conclusions. The organization of the treatment 
is good, and balance is, in general, maintained, but too many of 
the judgments are unpleasantly positive or critically unsound, 
especially in the case of the character of Bacon, the discussion 
of Shakespeare's central tragedies, the appraisal of the poetry of 
Shelley, Tennyson and Browning; and particularly the para- 
graphs on several of the contemporary poets and novelists. 

Touching George Eliot, one is puzzled by the meaning of this 
comment on page 371 : — 

"Much of her contemporary fame was due to the fact 
that after the death of Thackeray and Dickens she was 
quite properly regarded as the leading living novelist." 

And why, we may ask, is George Eliot, on the one hand, con- 
demned for "permitting a pessimistic strain to pervade most of 
her work", and thus inviting "the comparative neglect from 
which she now suffers", while on the other hand, although — 

"Mr. Hardy is a stern realist and in his novels looks upon 
life with a pessimism that is well-nigh hopeless, yet he is 
much admired for the setting he has given to his tragic tales. 
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. . . His characters . . . fulfill their destiny in a manner that 
often suggests the fatalism of the Greek drama." — (p. 374). 

Dr. Haney hardly does well to dismiss these writers as pessi- 
mists, and to hail Browning as an optimist. Both these ex- 
pressions seem facile and unconsidered. To possess and repro- 
duce artistic melancholy need not involve one in philosophic 
pessimism, and it were much truer to recognize Browning as a 
meliorist. G. H. C. 

Colonial Prose and Poetry. Edited by William P. Trent and Benjamin 
W. Wells. New York : Thomas Y. Crowell Co. Pp. 1026. 

Students of history, as well as lovers of literature, will 
heartily welcome this new impression of a standard three- 
volume anthology of Colonial prose and poetry which has long 
been before the public, but which its editbrs now present to us in 
a most convenient, compact and inexpensive one-volume edition 
printed on thin paper. 

The editors have deserved well of the public in sifting a vast 
mass of curious, rare and often forgotten material, and in 
making the best of it so readily accessible. Many readers 
will be surprised to find our Colonial writings so rich in ad- 
venture, so instructive and so full of interesting details disclos- 
ing our early social and economic life; and so revelatory of the 
high, even if narrow, thinking of our Colonial forefathers. 

Some fifty authors are represented in the collection. Each of 
the three periodical divisions of the book is prefaced by an ad- 
mirable general introduction, and to each author are devoted a 
special commentary and a brief biography. S. L. Ware. 

The Influence of Christianity on thf Vocabulary of Old English 
Poetry. By Albert Keiser. Urbana: University of Illinois Studies in 
Language and Literature, Volume V, Numbers 1 and 2. 1919. Pp. 150. 

"In undertaking to present the influence of Christianity on the 
vocabulary of Old English poetry, we have attempted for Old 
English what Raumer and Kahle have done for Old High 
German and Old Norse." Such is the purpose of this mono- 
graph as expressed by the author. To accomplish this purpose, 



